Takotsubo (ampulla-shaped) cardiomyopathy associated with microscopic polyangiitis.
Recently, a cardiac disorder characterized by ballooning and hypokinesis at the apex has been described as takotsubo (ampulla-shaped) cardiomyopathy. We encountered a patient with a rare case of takotsubo cardiomyopathy associated with microscopic polyangiitis. A 70-year-old woman suddenly presented with ventricular dysfunction during the active phase of microscopic polyangiitis. The findings on echocardiograms and electrocardiograms were consistent with those of takotsubo cardiomyopathy. The ventricular dysfunction completely resolved after treatment with 40 mg/day of prednisolone and methylprednisolone pulse therapy. This unique type of cardiomyopathy can be a complication of microscopic polyangiitis.